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The secret of connecting Rails to Microsoft SQL Server



I Introduction

This guide will take you step by step, click by click through the process of getting Ruby on Rails connected to Microsoft SQL
server on Windows.

I'll point out any potential [&yi#:/:14's along the way, changing the whole process from one full of potential pitfalls (even for

expert users) to a simple process anyone can repeat.

I am going to carry out the whole process on a freshly built Windows 7 virtual machine using the latest version of Ruby (1.9.2)
and Ruby on Rails (3.0.1). Although this guide will be using Windows 7 with specific versions of Ruby and Rails there is no reason
this won't work on other versions.

There are two routes through this guide, one is intended for users new to Ruby on Rails which literally takes you through the
process step by step, click by click. The other is for experienced users giving you just the what you need to know to get you up
and running as quickly as possible.

For the step by step guide continue reading.

If you're a more experienced user you can jump directly to the Quick Guide
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I Installing Ruby

The easiest way to install Ruby on Windows is via the Rubylnstaller for Windows. Using Internet Explorer go to the website:
http://rubyinstaller.org/

€ Ruby - [ESEE=E
@Q- [ niipmubyinstatierorg/ [ &[4[ x |[= sing » -
e Favorites 53 [ Suggested Sites v ] Web Slice Gallery v
& Rubylnstaller for Windows - - 2 @ v Pagev Safetyv Tools~ @+
“ Ru"y'“?‘ﬁ' Ilel’ About Download Help Contribute
or Windows

The easy way to install Ruby on Windows

This is a self-contained Windows-based installer that includes the Ruby " — kﬂ ‘*; £
an execution , important i and more.
Download Add-ons
Latest News Mailing List

Rubylnstaller 1.8.7-p330 released

The Rubyinstaller version 1.8.7-p330 is now avaiable for download in both executable installers
and 7-Zip binary archives. CHM documentation is also avaiiable as a 7-Zip archive. Enjoy!

Decel 2010 @ Readfull article

Rubylinstaller 1.9.2-p136 released )l

Done @ Internet | Protected Mode: Off 43 v ®100% v

Clicking the big red button will take you to the download page.

€ Downloads - Windows Internet Explorer (=R
@Q- [ @ ttp /rubyinstallerorgdownlosds/ <[22 [4]x|[= g o |
Vi Favorites ol [ Suggested Sites v fg] Web Slice Gallery ~
# Downloads - v ] g v Pagew Safetyv Tookv @
“ RUbyInSta] Ier About Download Help Contribute
forWindows
Downloads
=N ﬁq | > L
Rubylnstallers Archives»
SPEED AND COMPATIBILITY
& ruoyre2pi3s
Ruby 121430 Rubylnstaller is compiled with MInGW 4.5.1 (MinGW 3.4.5 for previous

versions including 1.8.7-p302) which offers improved speed and better 4
RubyGem compatibility. including support for many more native C-based
Ruby 188-p393 extensions such as Ruby FFI, Nokogiri, FXRuby and many others

]
B Ruby187-p320
=l

Oth ful load CONVENIENGE
ther Useful Downloads No additional software is needed if you want to use the executable
versions of the Rubylnstaller. If you would like to use the 7-Zip archived

T7-ZIP ARCHIVES versions or the Ruby documentation, you will need to download 7-Zip from

Ruby 19.2-p136 the 7-Zip website
@ Ruoy1.9.1-p430 DOCUMENTATION
@ z
Ruby 1.8.7:p330 As an added convenience for Windows users, we've made available the
@ ruoy186p308 Ruby Core and Standard Library documentation in Compiled HTML Help
(CHM) format o

Done @ Internet | Protected Mode: Off fh v R10% v

You want the latest stable version of Ruby, currently Pilin@ B85 E{3. This can be downloaded by clicking the link Ruby
1.9.2-p136 or downloaded directly using this web address:

http://rubyforge.org/frs/download.php/73722/rubyinstaller-1.9.2-p136.exe

When downloading with Internet Explorer you will receive a warning as the installer is an executable (.exe) file. Don't worry this
is normal, Internet Explorer is simply trying to protect you from malicious web sites. In this case you can ignore the warning as

this is a trusted website.

Click the Run button to begin the Ruby install wizard.
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http://rubyinstaller.org/
http://rubyforge.org/frs/download.php/73722/rubyinstaller-1.9.2-p136.exe

@& Downloads - Windows Internet Explorer

@vv [ etp rrubyinstallerorg/ownlos s <24 x|[= sing
e Favorites 53 [ Suggested Sites v ] Web Slice Gallery »

 Downloads B~ ~ [ @ v Pagev Safety~v Tool~ @+

“ RUbyInSta"er About Download Help Contribute

for Windows

0% of rubyinstaller-1.9.2-p136. exe from wurubyforgewm.... [ = || & | |

DOWnIOadS File Download - Security Warning ==
Do you want to run or save this file? - kﬂf

@ Name: rubyinstaller1.9.2-p135.exe.
Type: Application, 11 9MB

Rubylnstallers Fom: e rubylorge v bytemaricco.uk
B Rusy 1920135

Ruby 191430 W 4.5.1 (MInGVY 3.4.5 for previous

]

3 ch offers improved speed and better 4
Ruby 187-330 ‘Whie fles from the Inemet can be ussful tis i type can wpport for many more native C.based

& Fyou do donot PP v

your o
Ruby 1.8.6-p398 run o save this software. What's the fisk? kogiri, FXRuby and many others.

I

Other Useful Downloads

No additional software is needed if you want fo use the executable
versions of the Rubylnstaller. If you would like to use the 7-Zip archived
versions or the Ruby documentation, you will need to downioad 7-Zip from
Ruby 19.2-p136 the 7-Zip website

Ruby 191430 DOCUMENTATION

Ruby 187-p330
Ruby 1.86-p398

7-ZIP ARCHIVES

As an added convenience for Windows users, we've made available the

Ruby Core and Standard Library documentation in Compiled HTML Help

(CHM) format -
@ Internet | Protected Mode: Off fa v ®100% -

Once you click the Run button the Ruby install wizard will begin downloading. This may take a while depending on your internet
connection speed. Once the download is complete Internet Explorer may issue another warning. Again, as with the previous
warning this is nothing to worry about.

Click the Run button to begin the install:

@ Downloads - Windows Internet Explorer

[« [0 D Crrrer—— Talalx|[Ears
i Favorites 53 [ Suggested Sites v ] Web Slice Gallery »

4 Downloads 3 v B - ) & v Page~ Safetyv Tooks~ @~

“ RUbythta"er About Download Help Contribute

for Windows

Tnternet Explorer - Security Warning ==

Downloads Do you want to run this software?
lﬂ Name: Ruby 19.20136 |- kﬂ Ta

Publisher: Luis Lavena —_— =

[¥] Horecptons:
Rubyinstallers

Wihile fies from the Intermet can be useful, this fie type can potentialy harm
your computer. Only run software from publshers you trust. What the risk?

8 RETEIRE
B Ruby19.1-p430
8 ruoy187-p330
1 ruos 1850398

4.5.1 (MinGW 3.4.5 for previous

Open Open Folder ch offers improved speed and better L

Kupport for many more native C-based

logiri, FXRuby and many others
| SmatScreen Fiter checkethis download and dd ot eport any
threats. Report an unsafe download.

Other Useful Downloa

o additional software is needed If you want fo use the executable
Versions of the Rubylnstaller. If you would like to use the 7-Zip archived
versions or the Ruby documentation, you will need to download 7-Zip from
@ rusy102p138 the 7-Zip website

7-ZIP ARCHIVES

Ruby19.1-p430 DOCUMENTATION
Ruby 1.8.7-p330
Ruby 186398

As an added convenience for Windows users, we've made available the

Ruby Core and Standard Library documentation in Compiled HTML Help
S (CHM) format -
@ Intemnet | Protected Mode: Off v H100% v

You will now see a welcome message from the Ruby installer. Click the Next > button to begin the install.
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€ Downloads - Windows Internet Ecplorer (=& =]

@Q' [ nitpy/mubyinstalierorg/downloads [ &[4[ x|[= sing » -
e Favorites 53 [ Suggested Sites v ] Web Slice Gallery »
 Downloads fi - B - @R v Page~ Safety~ Took~ @~
“ RUbyInSta"er About Download Help Contribute
for V(B sutup - Ruby 192.p136 =R
Welcome to the Ruby 1.9.2-p136
Downloads Installer
This wilinstallRuby 1.5, 29136 on your computer. Please - kﬂ Ta
dose al other appications =
ClckNext to continue, or Cancel to exit Setup.
Rubylnstallers

B RubTO55138
1 (MinGW 3.4.5 for previous

rs improved speed and better La
[t for many more native C-based
XRuby and many others

B Rusy1.9.1-pa30
5 Ruby 187330
B

Ruby186-p398

Other Useful Downl| ant 1o use the executable

H like to use the 7-Zip archived
versions or the Ruby documentation, you will need to downioad 7-Zip from

7-2IP ARCHIVES

Ruby 1.0.2-p136 the 7-Zip website
Ruby 19.1p430 DOCUMENTATION

@ z
Ruby 1879330 As an added convenience for Windows users, we've made available the

@ Ruby 1260308 Ruby Core and Standard Library documentation in Compiled HTML Help
(CHM) format i

nttp//rubyinstaller.org/ @ Intemet | Protected Mode: Off “h v ®100% -

You must accept the license agreement to continue the install. If you are happy with the license agreement, select the radio
button labeled I accept the license and then click the Next > button.

@ Downloads - Windows Internet Explorer (EEE
@\)' [ nitpymubyinstatierorg/downloads <[ &[4[ x|[= sing 2 |
e Favorites ¢ 55 [ Suggested Sites v 8] Web Slice Gallery »
® Downloads fi - B -2 @ v Page~ Safety~ Took~ @~
“ RUbyInSta"er About Download Help Contribute
for VBT Sctup - Ruby 19.2-p136 =)o s
Ruby 1.9.2-p136 License Agreement S
Downloads
Pl ead e the - kﬂ Ta L
e nstalition [————— =

[Copyright (c) 2007-2010 Rubylnstaller Team,

Rubylnstallers et

Ruby is copyrighted free software by Yukihiro Matsumota,
it . ruby-lang. orgfen/LICENSE. bt

B RubTO5RI3

The by is copyrighted by Huw Colingbourne..
8 Ruby19.1ps30 hitp:/fwww Sapohiresteel.com /The Sook OF Ruby -1 (MINGW 3,45 for previous
B o1 7590 rs improved speed and better La
9 uby 1.8.7-p! 3rd party liraries (OpenSsL, ZLib, etc) tt for many more native G-based
Ruby 1.8.6-6308 © Taccept the License XRuby and many others.

)1 decine the License

Other Useful Downl| ant 15 use the executanie

I like o use the 7-Zip archived
versions or the Ruby documentation, you will need to download 7-Zip from
Ruby 19.2-p136 the 7-Zip website.

Ruby 1.9.1-p430 DOCUMENTATION
@ Ruvy187-p330
ic

7-ZIP ARCHIVES

As an added convenience for Windows users, we've made available the
Ruby18.6-p398 Ruby Core and Standard Library documentation in Compiled HTML Help
(CHM) format.
@ Internet | Protected Mode: Off 43 v ®0% v
70sem | |
127072010 |

You'll now be asked where you'd like to install Ruby.

Stick with the default install dir of C:\Ruby192. Ruby does need to be added to your PATH, so make sure you tick the checkbox
labeled Add Ruby executables to your PATH

(eloki#; 12V Adding Ruby to your PATH is a very important. Do not forget to tick this check box, otherwise you'll encounter

problems later!

Finally click the Install button to finish the install.
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@& Downloads - Windows Internet Explorer

& () [ npsmiyinstalierorg doniosds [ &[4[ x|[= sing

e Favorites 53 [ Suggested Sites v ] Web Slice Gallery »

| Downloads ] B - B -2 @ v Pagev Sofetyv Tools~ @~
w RUbylnSta"er About Download Help Contribute
07 tup by 19291 =y
Installation Destination and Optional Tasks “
Downloads
Setup wil install Ruby 1.9.2-p136 into the folowing folder. Click Instal to = 4 ' £
continue or click Browse to use a different ane. [ F
Please avoid any folder name that contains spaces (e.g. Program Files).
Rubylnstallers Copuby1s2
[V]iAdd Ruby, executables to your PATH:
B T [T Associate b and .row fls with this Ruby installation
B Ruoy181.ps30 1 (MInGW 3.4.5 for previous

rs improved speed and better
[t for many more native C-based
XRuby and many others

5 Ruby 187330
8 Ruoy 125308
Required fee disk space: ~316 MB

Other Useful Downl

iant o use the executable

I like to use the 7-Zip archived

versions or the Ruby documentation, you will need to downioad 7-Zip from
Ruby 19.2-p136 the 7-Zip website

Ruby 191430 DOCUMENTATION

Ruby 187-p330
Ruby 1.86-p398

7-2IP ARCHIVES

As an added convenience for Windows users, we've made available the

Ruby Core and Standard Library documentation in Compiled HTML Help
e . (CHM) format -

http://rubyinstaller.org/ @ Intemet | Protected Mode: Off Ya v ®100% -

When the wizard completes you will see a status message showing the install has been successful.

Click the Finish button and you're all done installing Ruby.

€ Downloads - Windows Internet Explorer

@\/' [ nispymubyinstalierorg/downleads/ <[ &[4[ x|[= sing

Vi Favorites 5 [ Suggested Sites v &) Web Slice Gallery ~

| # Downloads 1 & - ~ [ @ v Page~ Safetyv Tools~ @~

“ RUbylnSta"er About Download Help Contribute

For V(5 Setup - Ruby 19.2-p136 =& =

Completing the Ruby 1.9.2-p136

Downloads Setup Wizard
et s s rtaling by 1.2 350 yur %A N
computer, The application may selecting the
installed icons.
Click Finish to exit Setup.
Rubylnstallers

. web it hitpfubymstaler.org
B RETETRE hito: i

B Ruby10.1-p430
8 Ruoy187-p330
5 ruos 1850398

Wiz http: i gthub, comfonecicrubyinstaler -1 (MinGW 3.4.5 for previous
rs improved speed and better
[t for many more native C-based
XRuby and many others

Other Useful Downl
/ant to use the executable
H like to use the 7-Zip archived

Versions or the Ruby documentation, you will need to downioad 7-Zip from

@ Ruby192p136 the 7-Zip website.

Ruby 19.1-p430 DOCUMENTATION

Ruby 187330

Ruby 18.6-p398

7-ZIP ARCHIVES

As an added convenience for Windows users, we've made available the
Ruby Core and Standard Library documentation in Compiled HTML Help
(CHM) format

@ Internet | Protected Mode: Off Gh v ®100% v
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